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Dzhafer Seydamet’s articles in the  

European mass media (brief overview).  

 

The first half of the  XX century  was sated by  fatal 

political and historical events for the Crimean peninsula: 

the beginning of national awakening of the Crimean 

Tatar people, its struggle for liberation from colonial 

oppression of the Russian autocracy, carrying out the 

first National Congress of  the Crimean Tatar people – 

Qurultay in 1917, declared creation of Crimean Republic 

with formation of the national government, the 

beginning of offensive of the Bolsheviks in 1918 and the 

red terror organized by them led defeat of forces  of 

national liberation movement, murder of the leader of 

the Crimean Tatar  movement, chairman of the Moslem 

executive committee, the Mufti of Muslims of the 

Crimea Noman Chelebi Djihan, an establishment the Bolsheviks of the Soviet authority 

and dispossession  of thousands of thousands the Crimean Tatar families, reprisals, 

against the most prominent national figures of the Crimean Tatars in 20-30‘s of the last 

century, and, deportation of  people from Crimea in 1944 by ethnic autochthonous 

origin. All this caused proof resistance in many progressively conceiving of the 

Crimean Tatar political figures, intelligence, mostly forced  appeared outside the 

motherland. 

Their struggle to a totalitarian mode for liberation people, first of all, was 

conducted by mass media. By means of articles in magazines and newspapers published 

in Europe they aspired to inform up to the European and world community of evil deed 

of the Soviet administration against the Crimean Tatar people. As consequence of 

genocide of 1944 were loss of 46,2% of the Crimean Tatars in woods of the Siberia and 

steppes of the Central Asia, policy of authorities on assimilation of the people, loss 

them of theirs mother tongue, culture, customs. All these and other, vital problems of 

people also were basic themes of the Crimean Tatar authors in the European press of the 

first half of  the XX century. 

One of those who conducted public work against the Stalin’s Soviet regime, 

including  newspaper  articles about the Crimean Tatars, Crimea and other Turkic 

people there was a well-known political figure, the writer, diplomat Dzhafer Seydamet. 



Journalism is an important part of Dzhafer Seydamet’s literary legacy. Being a 

student of Istanbul University, he started to write his first publicist articles. The 

"Yigirminci asırda Tatar milleti mazlumesi"[1] – was one of them. In 1911 that item 

was published in Turkey as separate pamphlet under the title "The oppressed Tatar 

people in XX century”. The launch of pamphlet caused a fury reaction from the Russian 

ambassador in Istanbul, who required extradition of Seydamet from Turkey to Russia. 

As a result Dzhafer Seydamet was forced to leave Turkey and to move on to France.  

There he started to study law at the Sorbonne University. He also took course of 

journalism. As he mentioned later in his own book "Some recollections", the main 

purpose of taking that course was getting the professional knowledge of journalism. He 

thought it would help to fight more efficiently with the Russian authorities. He also 

dreamed to set up his own newspaper in Crimea [2, s. 92].  

The great role in improving Dzhafer Seydamet’s writing skills played the 

newspaper "Terdzhiman” (the newspaper was launched by Ismail Gasprinskiy and 

distributed not only in Russia but also in Turkey, Central Asia, Kashgar and India). 

Terdziman was well known first of all because of variety of its publications. There were 

articles, pamphlets, reports, poems, short stories and even novels. But the political 

journalism, the social orientation of the publications was the newspaper’s permanent 

preference.  Young people, including Dzhafer Seydamet, much appreciated this special 

feature of Terdzhiman. They considered newspaper’s propagandistic and enlightenment 

activity as a symbol of the people’s revival. 

In 1914, already being in Crimea, Seydamet published several important articles in 

the "Terdzhiman": "To reader of Terdzhiman"[3], and "Letter from Borisoglebsk”[4]. 

There he raised very painful theme of mass emigration of Crimean Tatars into Turkey 

in 18-19 century. Those two waves of emigration led to the departure from the Crimea 

from 600 thousand to 1 million Tatars. In 1915 he wrote the article, dedicated to the 

memory of Ismail Gasprinskiy "To the honorable spirit of the renowned defender of 

rights and freedom of Tatars"[5].  

During 1917-1918 he wrote numerous articles and reports on the political situation 

in Crimea which were published not only in local Crimean Tatars newspapers ("Millet", 

"Voice of Tatars", "Crimea"), but in the Turkish media as well ("Ikdam", "Tasviri 

efkar” etc.)  

In November 1918 Dzhafer Seydamet was forced to leave Crimea and immigrated 

to Turkey. Here he dedicated himself entirely to the journalism. The thematic of his 

articles was diverse, but in general he wrote about most disturbing things – political, 

social, cultural and historical problems in Crimean peninsula, and also the religious and 

language situation of Crimean Tatars. He tried to show lawlessness and humiliation, 

which underwent the Crimean Tatars and other Turkish peoples in the Russian Empire, 

and then in Soviet Russia.  



In 1930 by initiative of Müstecip Ülküsal a new Crimean Tatars magazine “Emel” 

was set up and from that moment Dzhafer played an active role in that project. Only in 

the period from 1930 through 1940 he published more than 80 articles in “Emel”. 

Needless to say that most of them were devoted to vital problems of Crimea Tatars and 

key issues of the foreign policy of that period of time.  It’s not well known fact but 

Crimea Tatar politician actively co-operated not only with Turkish mass media but 

European as well. Edige Kırımal and Müstecip Ülküsal mentioned that in their 

memoirs.  

For example a series of Seydamet’s articles were published in "Shimali Kafkasya" 

("North Caucasus", magazine which was found in Warsaw by People party of the 

Caucasus mountaineers in Turkish and Russian languages). In 1935 (№17) a report on 

Dzhafer Seydamet’s speech at Eastern Institute in Warsaw was published. Two years 

later another article dedicated to the literary legacy of Kazan’s writer and political 

figure Ayaz Iskhaki’s was launched in the same magazine ("Kazan's literature and Ayaz 

Ishaki”). By the way, same article but several months earlier, was published in the 

"Emel” as well.  

Crimean Tatar politician also close co-operated with another magazine, well 

known among the emigrant’s national organizations, - The “Kurtuluş”. It was found in 

Berlin by Committee of National Rescue of Azerbaijan and was edited by distinguished 

Azerbaijan politician M.E. Resul-zade. Some of Seydamet’s articles were published in 

it in 1935: "In memorie of Yusuf Akchura” (№6,), "Influence of thought on moral and 

mind” (№7). An interesting detail: the “Kurtuluş” not only published Dzhafer’s notes, 

but also the articles about this Crimean politician himself.  

At the same period the number of the articles of the author was also published in 

journal "Promethee". This periodical was established in France by so called "League of 

Prometheus" - an anti-Soviet organization, which tried to provide a moral and financial 

support to anti-communist organizations and political emigrants from USSR [6, s. 9]. In 

1935 Dzhafer wrote two articles for that magazine: "Documents historiques 

interessants" - the "interesting historical sources" № 104 and "Mourski", № 105.  

The Crimean Tatar’s problems were also reflected annual "Rocznik Tatarski", 

which was set up by Polish-Lithuanian Tatars in 1932-38 years in Vil'no (Vilnius). The 

thematic of articles in the periodical were very diverse. There were articles dedicated to 

history, regional study, literature culture and traditions of Polish- Lithuanian Tatars, 

Crimean Tatars in Crimea and Dobrudja (Romania) etc. Among the authors was Edige 

Kırımal, Dzhafer Seydamet, Kazan's writer Ayaz Ishaki. 

Analyzing the catalogs in different libraries and archives in Germany we were 

found a lot of unknown among the scientist in Crimea magazines and newspapers which 

most likely can contain the publications of Dzhafer Seydamet and other Crimean Tatars 

writers and politicians. Below is a list of them: "Der Neue Orient", the "New East" 



(periodical, Berlin), "Milli Yul", "National way" (monthly periodical, Berlin), "Der 

Islam", "Islam" (periodical, Strassburg-Berlin), "Ittifak", "Soyuz" (Information 

newspaper, Munich), "Kırım" (Weekly newspaper, Berlin), "Mlody Prometeusz", 

"Young Prometheus" (periodical, Warsaw), "Millij Turkistan", "National Turkestan" 

(monthly periodical, Geneva), " Życie Tatarskie", "Tatar life" (monthly periodical, 

Vil'no (Vilnius)), "ana of yourtas", "country" (monthly periodical, Simferopol'), 

"Deutsch-tatarisches Nachrichtenblatt" (newspaper, Berlin), "Der Kaukasus", the 

"Caucasus" (monthly periodical, Paris). 

D. Seydamet was a distinguish figure in Crimean Tatars political movement and 

his publications in European mass media played a key role in informing European 

political society about Crimean Tatars problem. We weren’t able to study all his 

publications yet, but his work definitely exerted a significant influence on Crimean 

Tatars literature and culture. 
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